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Dramatic Yu Xuan 

Charismatic Si Jia 

Expressive Ryan 

Sweet Victory @ 8th Singapore Moo-O Awards 2020 

Decisions, decisions
Safe distancing at all times

Browsing intently
We can’t wait to check-out our books! 
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8th Singapore Moo-O Awards 2020 
         Lights, Camera, Action!
Three of our P3 pupils took part in a storytelling competition open 
to all Singapore primary schools. Using the Moo-O software, they 
recorded themselves as story characters and read the selected 
Reader’s Theatre scripts expressively. We are proud to announce 
that Yishun Primary School has clinched the Gold Award 
amongst 48 other schools.

How did you develop such an expressive reading voice?
Yu Xuan: I practised at home and attended a Reader’s    
                Theatre workshop.
Ryan: I watched cartoons and mimicked the characters a lot!
Si Jia: I explored the use of my voice until I was satisfied with   
           myself.
Your first thoughts when you were selected for the 
competition:
Yu Xuan: It was an honour to be chosen.
Ryan: I was excited, nervous, scared, proud and happy - all at the       
           same time!
Si Jia: I must be the luckiest person on earth!
What did you learn from your competition experience?
Yu Xuan: Hard work always pays off. 
Ryan: How to use my facial expressions. 
Si Jia: To never ever give up! The Reading Never Stops! 

Creative minds were at work and we brought our Whimsical 
Wonderland to our pupils instead. The mobile library, set up at 
the learning space, ensured that the reading habit continued 
and books were accessible to our pupils. While maintaining 
safe management measures throughout the browsing and 
borrowing process, our pupils were still able to go home with 
books, to continue to spark their imagination and develop 
curious minds.

The importance of reading is something we continuously 
inculcate in our pupils. It enriches minds, improves language 
skills and builds imagination. Due to COVID-19, the school 
needed to temporarily close our library – Our ‘Whimsical 
Wonderland’. Did that mean that the reading stopped? 
Never! 
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Tamil Language Talent Quest 2020

Wearing ‘Batik’ the Traditional Way

The Art of Kolam Chinese Calligraphy on the Eve of CNY

Paper Puppet-Making Session

3rd Text Recital Competition Bronze (Individual Category) 3rd Text Recital Competition Bronze (Group Category) 3rd Text Recital Competition Bronze (Individual Category)
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Mother Tongue Language Fortnight Programme 2020

Our Little Talents
As part of the talent development of Mother Tongue Department, Chinese Language teachers have provided 
opportunities for our pupils to showcase their hidden talents. We are delighted to highlight the following pupils who 
have done the school proud and won prizes.  

The Mother Tongue Department prepared a series of 
Mother Tongue Language Fortnight Programmes in 
conjunction with Chinese New Year (CNY) this year. 
The theme for CNY celebration 2020 was ‘Age-old Tradition 
and Contemporary Celebrations’ which included the graceful 
Chinese Dancers and the exciting Wushu items performed by 
one of our teachers and Primary Two pupils.

Our pupils were exposed to a wide range of school-based
activities during the MTL Fortnight programmes as well as 
learning and using the Mother Tongue Languages.The MTL 
department aims to nurture in our pupils a love for their own 
culture and to learn to respect diversity in the multi-racial 
community in the school and in our society.

Our Chinese Language teachers also wrote an article about the new strategies which were carried out in the 
Action Research projects on ‘Teaching and Learning the Chinese Language’ last year. This article was featured in 
the 64th issue of ‘Chinese Language Teaching in Singapore’ this year. This journal focuses on the various 
professional aspects of Chinese teaching in Singapore and it is published by the Mother Tongue Languages 
Branch,Curriculum Planning & Development Division (CPDD).



Environmental Outreach Goes Digital

Sharing of key messages on Environment Outreach in classes

E-waste challenge

Project ‘High Fries’ team members in 2019
Mushroom Cultivation using compost Sharing of project ‘Waste to Greens’ during the 

di�erent recesses in 2019

Environment Outreach lessons shared
via online platforms

Pink and yellow Oyster mushroom grown in the school’s 
Plant Tissue Culture (PTC) Laboratory.

Experimenting with di�erent combination of substrates
 to inoculate mushroom mycellium

E-Waste by Categories Pupils Categorising the E-Waste
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Yishun Primary has continued to engage pupils 
through different programmes that focus on 
environmental awareness.In Semester 1, the theme
was on ‘Waste Minimisation’ where pupils were 
educated on how they could reduce waste and how 
Singapore can work towards becoming a Zero Waste 
nation.

In Semester 2, the Youth for Environment Day (YED) 
was commenced on 17 August 2020 where pupils 
were introduced to various uses of recycled materials 
for reusable cutlery, bags, bottles and food containers.
During this period, the YPS E-Waste (electronic and 
electrical waste) Challenge was also launched where 
it aimed to encourage our pupils to take action to 
minimise E-Waste. 

Parents, pupils and staff took up the challenge by
making a pledge to reduce e-waste via the website 
and participated in our E-Waste Recycling Drive. 
The pledge garnered over 500 responses. Through 
the recycling drive, we also collected 218kg of 
e-waste. 

Throughout 2020, Project ‘Think. Eat. Save’. 
(Project TES) was also conducted where food waste
in the canteen was segregated and sent to the school’s 
on-site food-waste composter machine. Food compost
was then used in our school gardens. Our Science 
teachers are currently also exploring the possibility of 
using our school’s own compost to cultivate 
mushrooms. Efforts have been positive so far with two 
types of mushroom, the Golden Oyster and the Pink 
Oyster mushroom successfully spawned in this 
substrate.



JOL Math! (Learn Through Play)

Role of Technology in Education 
post-COVID 

Strategy games to improve teamwork 
and decision-making skills

Teamwork! More heads are better than one!

Learning to compete healthily 
and embracing losing positively

P1 pupils learning touch typing P2 pupils learning to create table 
          during MA lesson

P3 pupils having baseline lessons in the computer laboratory

Children learn so much through games, activities and outdoor play. From
encouraging creativity and exploration, to aiding in motor skills development, 
studies show that the benefits of a play-based learning approach are endless.

To foster interest and develop positive attitude towards learning of
Mathematics, the Math Department integrated Math games into the 
curriculum. To spark the joy of learning for the lower primary pupils, they had 
the opportunities to play in small groups, taking charge of their own learning.
Math Carnival 2020 was carried out in the virtual world through the Student 
Learning Space (SLS). Pupils not only learned joyfully in the comfort of their 
own homes through the various tasks assigned online but also managed to 
practise and reinforce their learning in multiple areas during play.

During the Circuit Breaker, schools have leveraged technology to minimise disruption in learning. This has 
also uncovered a new potential of leveraging technology in education - developing lifelong learners who 
are independent and self-directed. 

The ICT Department in Yishun Primary School has planned a series of ICT baseline lessons for our 
pupils. These digital literacy skills are integrated into the curriculum with real world applications. 

At the lower primary level, pupils learn Touch Typing skills for both English and Mother Tongue Languages 
and online searching skills. These skills are enhanced at the upper primary level where pupils apply their 
learning in online tools like Google Document. In addition, pupils also learn about Cyber Wellness, to keep 
themselves safe while navigating the online world.



 Here are some of the assembly programmes that have been conducted this year:
 1. Dance and Body Movement (P1-P2)
 2. Folk Dance (P3-P6)
 3. Digital Drama Presentation of the Storybook Theatre's "Ramanujan and the Mixed-Up Washing".
 4. Digital Drama Presentation of the Storybook Theatre's "Tsunami!" 
 5. Digital Drama Presentation “Kindness Doesn’t Cost A Thing”.

 Watching an online assembly programme
Watching a theatrical 

performance via a digital platform

 Getting ready for the Dance session

Our lower primary pupils enjoying the 
body movement presentation

As Singapore combats the spread of the COVID-19, schools have 
instituted various measures to play our part in ensuring the safety and 
well-being of our pupils. Not only are we moving to the new normal by 
exploring alternative e-platforms to engage the pupils,Yishun Primary School 
also made use of the assembly platform to highlight pertinent topics to cultivate 
good values and behaviour in our pupils.
In line with our school’s Learning for Life Programme (LLP), the Aesthetics Department has leveraged assembly 
programmes this year to expose pupils to varied music and performing art genres. Under the three domains: 
Experience, Excite and Empower, the pupils have learnt aspects of dance and movement and watched dramas that 
are packed with entertainment and embedded with the school and universal values like kindness and respect. 
Through these authentic learning experiences, the pupils were able to appreciate local, ASEAN and international
music and performing arts genres 

      Pupils’ imaginary landscape

Hard at Work - Making TerrariumsTerrariums Using Recycled Bottles 

Tokens of Appreciation for 
Teachers’ Day

Learning for Life Programme (LLP) - 
Assembly Presentations

P5 Green Makers Programme
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This year, our P5 pupils embarked on the Green Makers Programme. Whilst our pupils
develop greater appreciation for the arts, they have a greater awareness of 
Environmental Science.The programme started during the Home-Based Learning 
phase, via the SLS learning platform as pupils observed our local artist, Donna Ong’s 
works, “Every World”. Drawing inspiration from the artist, our pupils illustrated their 
kind of dream-like landscapes. Moving on from their 2D illustrations, they created 
landscapes with jumping clay.

As the pupils moved from 2D to 3D art, integrating art and environmental science, 
pupils were tasked to build a terrarium. To advocate the value of upcycling, they were 
encouraged to bring recycled bottles and materials from home to build their own terrarium.
These terrariums were presented to teachers during Teachers’ Day as the pupils showed 
their gratitude to their teachers.

Through this Green Makers Programme, pupils made connections across subject 
disciplines and applied their knowledge and skills that they have acquired in an authentic 
real-life setting. It was also a platform for the pupils to express their thinking skills and 
creativity. At the same time,
they also displayed the 
value of care for the 
environment and 
the school community. 



Learning for Life Programme (LLP) - 
Assembly Presentations
International Friendship Day 

International Friendship Day was commemorated on 6 April 2020. The 
theme for this year’s commemoration was ‘Beyond Borders’.

The day was dedicated to the nurturing of friendship and collaboration 
between Singapore and our ASEAN neighbours, especially in times of
crises such as the COVID-19.

Pupils were educated on the importance of leveraging on digital media such 
as Zoom and Google Meet to communicate with their friends and relatives 
overseas. 

     National Day Celebration 

Commemoration of International Friendship Day 

 
‘#SYFstronger’ selected entries Stronger Together

Words of encouragement
 for frontliners

Wishes for Singapore’s Birthday  

Striking a pose on Racial Harmony Day

Our school celebrated National Day on 7 August 2020.The theme for this year’s National Day is 'Together, A Stronger 
Singapore'. This theme and our school’s core values (INSPIRE) became the basis for this year’s celebratory activities.

Leading up to the celebration, the school participated in ‘#SYFstronger’ and ‘Our Heart For Singapore’ (OHFSG) 
projects. These projects allowed our pupils to showcase their creativity, designing cards that pay tribute to 
frontliners.  

Observing Safe Management Measures (SMM), the celebration was conducted in the classrooms, featuring 
a pre-recorded march past and National Day message. The class activities allowed pupils to share their reflections, 
gratitude, hopes and commitment for Singapore. The pandemic certainly did not put a damper on the wellspring 
of national pride experienced during the celebration. 

   Racial Harmony Day  
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Racial Harmony Day was commemorated on 21 July with the theme ‘Multicultural Singapore’. The theme highlights 
the importance of understanding others who are different from us; this in turn enriches our learning and helps us to 
build friendship.

During the commemoration, pupils learnt about multi-cultural Singapore and their roles in promoting a united nation. 
Pupils were reminded not to take for granted the social cohesiveness of Singaporeans forged over the years.

Besides the interactive online activities, staff and pupils 
were encouraged to don their traditional costumes in 
appreciation of our diverse culture. The pupils were also  
reminded to step up as community members and extend 
a further helping hand to those in nee



Learning for Life Programme (LLP) - 
Assembly PresentationsTotal Defence Day

On 15 February 1942, Singapore fell to the Japanese. Hence, the
commemoration of Total Defence Day on 15 February every year
serves as an important reminder that we all need to play our part in 
strengthening our resolve to keep Singapore safe, secure and 
sovereign.  

This year, the theme for Total Defence Day ‘Together We Keep 
Singapore Strong’ focuses on how we can put Total Defence into 
action in our daily lives, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

On Total Defence Day, the importance of pupils’ roles in preventing
COVID-19 from spreading was emphasised, for example, the 
sanitisation of hands and wearing of masks at public places. The
commemoration also gave them the opportunity to witness 
frontliners at work through video clips.  

This year is also an important milestone for the Singapore 
Police Force which has been keeping Singapore safe since
1820 for 200 years. Pupils were introduced to the different 
milestones of the police force and their commitment to Singapore. 

Digital Delivery of CCA (e-CCA)
 

Chinese dancers warming up

Cub Scouts: learning 
       about knotting

Basketball players in action

Commemoration of Total Defence Day

Introducing the ‘Soaper 5’ to Combat COVID-19

Enlightening Pupils on 200 Years of Policing
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Due to COVID-19, there has been a prolonged 
suspension of school activities such as the
Co-Curricular Activities (CCA) in its traditional
format.

In tandem with Back-to-School plans to bring 
back key essential elements of learning,
Yishun Primary School explored alternative 
modes of CCA delivery.

Since Term 3, e-CCA has been delivered through 
online activities. Primary Four and Primary Five 
pupils have been participating in e-CCA with a 
great sense of curiosity while navigating the new 
mode of CCA engagement.

The pupils are happy to participate in the e-CCA. Kudos to all staff, 
instructors and pupils for rising to the challenge of learning and innova-
tion during COVID-19!



Learning for Life Programme (LLP) - 
Assembly Presentations

Outreach to the Community (Community Fridge)

Garden of Values 

GOV wall: write-ups  

GOV wall: motivational stories 

Planting the seeds during Social Studies 

 Harvesting the vegetables  Community Fridge at Block 162

Contribution to the community   

Leveraging on technology to grow vegetables such as Aeroponics, ensures a sustainable supply of vegetables 
in land-scarce Singapore. 

In Term 2, the Science Department and the Character and Citizenship Education Department collaborated in a 
project for Primary 3 pupils. They learnt to plant vegetables using Aeroponics, the process of growing plants in 
amist environment without soil. They also learnt the importance of maximising land use and minimising food 
wastage. 

On 17 July 2020, the pupils successfully harvested some vegetables and contributed them to the Community 
Fridge at Block 162 for Yishun residents. They have indeed learnt to be caring and responsible.
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The Garden of Values (GOV) initiative in Yishun Primary School encourages our pupils to demonstrate the 
school values of Integrity, Nation Loving, Sincerity, Perseverance, Independence, Respect and Excellence 
(INSPIRE) in their daily lives. Pupils who exemplify the values of INSPIRE are selected by their teachers as role 
models and the write-up about each pupil is displayed at the GOV wall for all to view. In addition, teachers 
discuss with pupils ways in which they can practise the school values in the classroom and at home so that it 
becomes a habit.

Through the GOV initiative, pupils are motivated to uphold our school motto: “Do Our Best and Be The Best”.  
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Every Behaviour Communicates a Need – It can be understood.

SMM to Keep Everyone Safe

Understanding Pupil’s Behaviour

Maintaining a safe distance while queueing for food Wiping down after their meals

Wipe-down routines

Spaced-out seating arrangement 

Maintaining a safe distance at all times

No child wants to misbehave. Every child can and wants to behave well. The exhibition of inappropriate behaviour 
usually communicates an underlying need. Listening to and understanding these needs, together with a proactive 
as well as a positive approach to discipline,would help to support the child’s growth.

Our school promotes a positive safe environment that seeks to minimise challenging behaviour and to promptly 
address and correct it before the pupil’s well-being and development are affected.

‘Discipline with dignity’ is our philosophy when dealing with disciplinary issues. Inappropriate behaviour that leads 
to these issues must be replaced with prosocially-appropriate ones. Pupils must understand that the consequenc-
es that they face are caused by their wrong choices or actions. 

Moving forward, pupils will be taught appropriate skills to better manage themselves. For instance, the important 
process of restoring relationships with others who have been hurt by their friends’ actions is one of the skill-sets 
that they will be equipped with.

The safety and well-being of our pupils and staff are of utmost importance. 
Our school has implemented Safe Management Measures (SMM) in all aspects,in-
cluding recess arrangements such as the staggering of recess timings to reduce 
congestion and letting pupils sit in spaced-out seating arrangements in the 
canteen. The rationale for this arrangement is to minimise interactions among 
pupils from different classes. 

There are also markers indicated on the ground to ensure pupils maintain a 
safe distance when queueing up for their food. Pupils practise hand-washing 
routines throughout the school day and habitually wipe down tables and
equipment after use. Additionally, pupils are required to mask up at all times 
except when they are eating, drinking or participating in PE lessons.

It is heartening to note that our pupils appreciate the rationale of the SMM and
have been cooperative in adhering to them. The school will continue to observe
our SMM in spirit and letter to keep all our pupils and staff COVID-safe.
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YPS Welcomes New Staff!

HBL: Professional Development of Staff

Our school is pleased to offer our warmest welcome to the following new colleagues into our YPS family: 

Mrs Sindy Koh teaching The Water Cycle Mrs Kris Ong’s makeshift visualizer Mr Sheikh demonstrating a balancing activity

Mr Saravanan Mr Soo Huanlong Mdm Sharifa Aishah Mdm Nirwani Mrs Ganapathy

Miss Sandra Sunarti Mr Victor Tan Teck Wei Mr Muhamad Khairul Mr Zhang Jun Nan

This is indeed a year of grappling with the new norm and we have survived! Incidentally, it is also a time when our
teachers lifted Professional Development (PD) to a higher level. 

The Home-Based-Learning episode brought teachers back to the original intent of teaching: Why do we teach! 
Through the circuit-breaker season, teachers started examining ‘how to teach’ the online way. Amazingly, many PD 
opportunities have since taken place without any structured sessions, many innovative ideas have been put into 
actions and many enlightening educational reflections have transpired. 

While we were ensuring that our pupils continue learning daily, we were also learning so much on our own. The 
time and effort put in was unbelievable but we also were appreciative of parents who walked this journey with us. 
Their encouraging words and the effort they put in to co-monitor their children with us was commendable. We shall
strive on and do our best and be the best!
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